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Why is debris 
from Irma still on 
some Miami-Dade 
streets? 3a 


SPORTS 

No. 7 UM takes on 
No. 3 Notre Dame 
in a prime-time 
showdown w 


Slight chance of storms. 
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ANIMALS 


Trainers detail allegations 
of abuse at Monkey Jungle 


BY CHABELI HERRERA 
cherrera@miamiherald.com 


In the back of Monkey Jungle is a 
clinic that is often locked — until the 
day it wasn’t. 


That was when Michelle Diaz, a form- 


er trainer at the South Miami-Dade 
attraction, and her godmother Shirley 


The room looked like a standard 
medical room, with an examining table 
and several cages. 

In the corner was a freezer. Inside: 


dead monkeys in body bags, they claim. 


How those animals perished and who 
treated them was kept secret from the 
park’s employees, allege Diaz, Lavina 
and a half-dozen other former employ- 
ees at the park. Many said they never 


park’s in-house management were li- 
censed to treat animals that are wound- 
ed or sick. 

Park ownership said the accusations 
are untrue. Park owner Sharon Dumond 
told the Miami Herald that Monkey 
Jungle has “consulting veterinarians” 
who are available to treat its primates. 
Inspection reports from the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture show no violations 


H1 


Melanie Lustig 


saw a veterinarian at the attraction and 
didn’t believe any members of the 


Lavina, who cleaned the park, snuck 
into the clinic. 


at the park. Gorilla King has red sores on his abdomen and 


SEE MONKEY,2A back that he picks, alleges a former trainer. 


NIGER AMBUSH 


Johnson 
may have 
been 
captured 
before he 
was killed 


BY SUDARSAN RAGHAVAN 
The Washington Post 


MEDICAL MARIJUANA 


Schizophrenic Florida killer on 
probation gets Rx for medical pot 


NIAMEY, NIGER 
The body of Miami Gardens 
soldier Sgt. La David Johnson, 
one of four U.S. soldiers killed in 
an ambush by Islamist militants 
in Niger last month, was found 
with his arms tied and a gaping 
wound at the 
m Sgt. La back of his head, 
David according to two 
Johnson was villagers, suggest- 
found with ing that he might 
his arms tied have been cap- 
and a gaping tured and then 


wound at executed. 
the back of Adamou Bou- 
his head. bacar, a 23-year- 


old farmer and 
trader, said children tending 
cattle found the remains of the 
soldier Oct. 6, two days after the 
attack that also left five Nigerien 
soldiers dead outside the remote 
village of Tongo Tongo. The kids 
notified him. 

When Boubacar went to the 
location, a bushy area roughly a 
mile from the ambush site, he 
saw Johnson’s body lying face 
down, he said. The back of his 
head had been smashed by 
something, possibly a bullet, said 
Boubacar. The soldier’s wrists 
were bound with rope, he said, 
raising the possibility that the 
militants — whom the Pentagon 
suspects were affiliated with the 
Islamic State — seized Johnson 
during the firefight and held him 
captive. 

The villagers’ accounts come 
as the Niger operation is under 


EMILY MICHOT emichot@miamiherald.com 


A Miami judge said Miguel Valdes can use medical marijuana to deal with his schizophrenia. Valdes can inhale the marijuana through 
a vape device, left, or he can put a drop of cannabis oil under his tongue using a liquid drop dispenser, right. 


4 4 BY DAVID OVALLE 


dovalle@miamiherald.com 

WHEN I'M NOT TAKING 
IT, | WASN'T SLEEPING 
AND I'D WAKE UP IN A 
BAD MOOD. | FEEL 
BETTER NOW. 


34-year-old Valdes to ingest the herb after 

he was approved to take part in Florida’s 

fledgling medical marijuana program. The 

state attorney’s office argued that Valdes 
On probation for a bloody 1999 gang didn’t need the drug — which he was smok- 

murder, Miguel Valdes takes a host of pills ing when he and another man used a tire 

to keep his longtime schizophrenia in check. iron and a blade to kill the victim, carving a 
Now, he can also legally use another gang insignia into his forehead. 

medicine — marijuana, a drug that normally But Valdes says he’s long been trouble- 

would get a convicted killer locked up for free and needs the drug to soothe the voices 


violating probation. in his head. intense scrutiny in the United 
Miguel Valdes A Miami judge this month, over fierce 
objections from prosecutors, allowed the SEE MARIJUANA, 2A SEE NIGER, 4A 
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RUNOFF IN 
DISTRICT 3 


Miami’s District 3 
commission seat will be a 
runoff between ex-mayor 
Joe Carollo and attorney 

: Alfonso “Alfie” Leon. 3A 


FIU TO UNVEIL 
VETS MEMORIAL 


Florida International 
University will pay tribute to | 
one of its own heroes when 
it unveils a memorial plaza 
on Veterans Day. 4A 


LOUIS C.K. ADMITS 
TO MISCONDUCT 


Comedian Louis C.K. 
admitted Friday that he 
had engaged in sexual 
misconduct with several 
women. 16A 
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